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€1,900,000 To Help The Low Carbon Economy!  
 
The Environment Centre (tEC), the independent environmental charity based in 
Southampton, has yet again been successful in obtaining European Union 
funding to assist in the crucial fight against climate change.  
 
Building upon the success of previous EU funded projects in the area tEC has 
successfully submitted a project proposal to the European Union’s Inter-regional 
Co-operation fund (Interreg IVA), to assist in delivering low carbon buildings and 
therefore reducing the adverse impacts of climate change in the community. The 
bid is worth over €1,900,000 (£1,800,000) over the next four years. 
 
The aim of the SISCo (Solutions for Implementing Sustainable Construction) 
Project is to overcome the barriers to the implementation of sustainable 
development policy by embedding social, economic and environmental 
sustainability principles into the local authority planning process. It is also aimed 
at enabling Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) construction companies to 
access and share this knowledge and understanding, as well as having a single 
point of contact for information on the suppliers and experts in providing such 
products and services to local builders. The project aims to enable an easy way 
for such organizations to increase their use of renewable and energy efficient 
technologies in the production of the buildings of the 21st century. 
 
During a visit to Southampton, the UK Prime Minister, the Right Honourable 
Gordon Brown MP, met the communications manager of the project, Dr. Richard 
Williams, to discover how the project will assist the government’s goals for the 
Low Carbon Economy. Mr. Brown said “The need for the construction industry to 
make best use of new technologies and materials in delivering the sustainable 
buildings required for the low carbon environment of the 21st Century is essential 
across the whole of Europe. I am pleased that European Union has seen this 
proposal as worthy of support. We need to upskill the construction industry, 
especially SMEs, in how renewable technologies and energy saving products will 
make our communities the most sustainable possible.” Dr. Williams added, “The 
Prime Minister and the whole government support the drive towards the Low 
Carbon Economy. What we need to do is make the best use possible of the 
skills, knowledge and expertise available to deliver sustainable construction, and 
make it as widely available as possible across the EU. That is the primary aim of 
SISCo.” 
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The SISCo Project has a total of five partners from the UK (tEC), Belgium, (SPK), 
The Netherlands (DCMR, the Local Authority of Schiedam near Rotterdam and 
BMF). The project also has the full support and engagement and commitment of 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Planning Officers Group (HIPOG) which 
includes all local authorities in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight.  
 
Environment Centre Chief Executive and SISCo Programme Manager, Christine 
Watkins said, “We are calling on all of Hampshire’s local construction businesses 
and supply chain, as well as other public bodies to positively engage with the 
SISCo initiative. It is a great opportunity to improve not only the quality of the built 
environment, but to open up new markets for business and technologies in the 
low carbon economy.” 
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